2010 PTA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

BUDGET RE-VOTE STATEMENT

The Executive Committee of the Garden City PTA continues to encourage residents to vote YES on the 2010-11 school budget.  Residents should know that the Garden City PTA has not always supported past school budgets.   As a PTA, our first and foremost mission is to be a voice for the children…and that means ALL children here in Garden City.   The PTA has had numerous discussions with both the Board of Education as well as central administration regarding issues that parents have been concerned with, both in respect to the budget as well as issues raised throughout the school year.    Our role in the budget process is to communicate parental thoughts and concerns with the Board of Ed and central administration as well as educate our members and the community of the budget process and issues.  The PTA represents ALL members and their concerns, even when they represent conflicting views, as is the case with this budget.

With this in mind, when the PTA analyzes a proposed school budget, our mandate is to decide whether it is educationally sound.   We must also consider the health and welfare of the children and whether the budget adequately addresses both the education and the well-being of every student.  Although we recognize that this is not a perfect budget and that cuts were made to children’s programs, we are also aware of the economic climate and the significant increase in taxes that would ensue if the district did not make cuts to the budget.   The PTA will continue to stay on top of legislation that affect us as taxpayers and we will continue to educate parents on what steps to take and who to contact in our state government to advocate for the mitigation of these pressing concerns.  We know residents are angry and we encourage the entire community to participate in the process and get involved.   We also know that many people feel that we need to send a message – unfortunately, a failed budget only sends a short term message – and it is on the backs of our children and our community.   A failed budget will not change those things that residents are upset with and our taxes will still increase.
Furthermore, when evaluating the budget and whether we support a YES vote, we must also look at the consequences a NO vote would bring to the children.  In this case, a NO vote would constitute that the district adopt a contingency budget.  Under a contingent budget, considerable cuts to a vast number of programs would be required.  Although we do not know specifics as of yet, with an additional 2.3 million dollars that would have to be eliminated, we know that the district will be looking closely at those programs that Garden City parents - and residents as a whole – value; the quality programs that brought many of us here in the first place.  Anything that is not mandated by New York State would have to be considered.  These would include reducing or eliminating: AP programs, clubs, sports, music as well as the very likelihood of increasing class size.  The fact is, under a contingency budget CUTS WILL BE MADE… significant cuts.  It is quite possible that many of the items cut may take years before they are reinstated – if they are reinstated at all.  

The Executive Committee of the Garden City PTA would also like to state that this budget process should not just be about getting the budget passed.  Oh behalf of every member of the Garden City PTA, we have an expectation that this Board of Education will examine and analyze the quality of the programs that have been brought up by parents during these budget proceedings – this includes evaluating our current Quest program; investigating ways to increase athletic opportunities for all children; strengthening the science program; as well as increased accountability of all administrators and staff.  

The PTA Executive Committee strongly advocates, on behalf of the children, for residents to vote YES thereby maintaining our programs and ensuring our children have as many opportunities for success that we - as a community - can give them.  Our schools are our largest shared asset.  We ask that residents please put their personal agendas aside and look at the bigger picture here:  If this budget fails, our children and our community will be left with the consequences.  The children did not bring us to this crossroads.  

Thank you.

