Everyone’s Talking Compensation
There seems to be some confusion over teacher & administrative compensation and the difference between what is under local control (contract negotiations) and a state control.  The GC school district has four bargaining units covering:  Administration, Teachers, Para-professionals, and Clerical/Custodian/Bus Drivers.  These agreements cover such items as salaries, step increases, hours worked and contributions by both employer and employee to healthcare benefits.  
Be informed:  Our teachers and administrators are not the highest paid on Long Island.  Check it out (www.seethroughny.com; www.emsc.nysed.gov/mgtserv/admincomp/; www.newsday.com/long-island/education ).  

Pension and post-retirement benefits are covered under the New York State Teachers Retirement System (TRS).  TRS provides pension, disability and death benefits to eligible teachers and school administrators. It is the second-largest retirement system in the state and is one of the 10 largest in the nation, according to its Web site. School districts are required to pay into the TRS each year based on percentage of salary expenses – as determined by NYS. Our school district and the school board cannot negotiate contributions to TRS.  Changes to such benefits need to be done in Albany.
Teacher and Administrative Salary and Benefits – Who is in control?
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IF you have questions or comments regarding TRS - contact your legislators!
	           Elected Officials-New York (11530-4416) 
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Governor & State Legislators 
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President
  • Barack Obama (D)
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Senators
  • Charles Schumer (D)
  • Kirsten Gillibrand (D)
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Representatives
  • Carolyn McCarthy (D-4)
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Governor
  • David Paterson (D)
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Senate
  • Kemp Hannon (R-6)
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Assembly
  • Thomas McKevitt (R-17)
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