Garden City 2010-2011 School Budget:

A Tough Decision…

A message from the 
Garden City PTA President, Julie Germano
After weeks of listening to parents and trying to relate the issues and concerns of this year’s school budget vote so that parents have an understanding of the situation, I started to feel a little like Tom Cruise in “Jerry McGuire”.  Should I write a mission statement --- not a memo, but a mission statement --- on behalf of the PTA?  How would that be perceived?  Would people interpret it as they did Jerry’s?  (To refresh your memory, he was fired…)  Many residents are angry and our concerns are varied.  The PTA has tried to put out facts yet has been accused of scare tactics.  

Are they scare tactics?  No.  

Are they scary facts?    Yes.  

So I am left with wondering:  Can I adequately encapsulate the situation so that it is unbiased and fair to all parents - both the “YES” vote and “NO” vote members that we represent?  

Here’s where I am at:
Does a YES vote mean that you are happy with the budget and its cuts to programs as well as increases to salaries and benefits?  Does a YES vote mean that you think the administration does not need to be accountable?  Does a YES vote mean you do not understand that there are currently unsustainable costs incurring in the budget?  

My answer to that is NO – a YES vote does not mean any of that.

Does a NO vote mean that you do not support our children?  Does a NO vote mean that you are strapped financially and don’t feel the need to contribute to our schools?  Does a NO vote mean you do not understand the consequences?

Again my answer is NO – a NO vote does not mean any of that.

So where do we go from here?  June 15th is only days away and we somehow have to come together as a community and figure this thing out or it will be figured out for us.  The State will come in and relieve us of many of our choices.  (The same State that has no plans to take a hard look at pension and post retirement reforms and has continued to cut aide to schools while increasing mandates.)  Garden City’s largest shared asset, our schools, is at stake and the ramifications either way are not what we would like.  Do we vote NO and run the risk of having to go on contingent budget where more cuts are made, but the buck will be temporarily stopped?  OR, do we vote YES, feeling that we are approving a flawed budget, but preserving our core educational programs for our children and vow to take action with our concerns going forward?  It is a tough decision.  Parents do not want to spend money irresponsibly and this budget may make many of us feel that way.   Are we really paying more and getting less?  Or are we expecting something for nothing?

For me, it comes down to this:

We are each – every one of us – an integral part of this village and its school system.  We are all coming to terms with the situation that is bigger than we are as individuals.  However, we are a community.  If we continue to stay educated and focused on the issues, I believe that we can come up with solutions that will maintain and maybe even improve our programs and our school district as a whole.  We are all capable of being present in this process.  It is the commitment we have to our village, to each other, and to our children that should set Garden City apart.  My fear is that a rip is occurring in our community and my hope is that we can mend it before we simply patch it or worse: throw it out.  I love this village.  I KNOW that many of us feel the same.

The PTA has high expectations for the Board of Education and central administration.  We have heard and understand all of your concerns and we are committed to our role in this budget process, this year and in years to come.  We continue to be a voice for the children.  It is up to all of us to come together and move forward.  

Please remember to cast your vote this Tuesday, June 15th between 7am and 10pm in the High School library.
Thank you for your continued support,
Julie

