School Budget Reminder… Final budget work session before adoption:
Last Chance - Tuesday, April 13th at 8:15pm in the HS Library
School budget adoption date is 

Monday, April 19th.  There is only one week left to give your input.
Important legislation being debated in the state legislature NOW:

Education Mandate Relief Act of 2010 - #A10130 (formerly called the Oppenheimer Bill) 

· Purpose: “To relieve school districts of burdensome mandates, establish various efficiencies in their operations with a goal of reducing costs.”

· Among the 9 provisions being discussed:

· Section 7 would change the contingency cap formula for school districts who failed to pass their budget. 

· The current contingency formula is based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI). 

· Garden City’s contingency budget, as the law now stands, would be 0%.  

· This means if Garden City does not pass their school budget, GC’s 2010-11 contingency budget has to equal last year’s budget, but would still have to include the $2.3 million increase due to mandated and contractual costs.  

· What does this mean?  If parents don’t vote and the GC budget is defeated, MORE cuts would have to be made under the current regulations.

· What does the bill propose?  That the contingency formula takes a 5 year average of CPI (not just the current CPI). This would increase GC’s contingency cap for our 2010-11 school budget.
· Section 2 of the bill would change when the state is allowed to implement its new school mandates.
· "Mandated" expenses are the costs associated with providing services required by state or federal law, or other legally binding costs. 
· Under discussion is the prevention of the state from implementing a new state mandate after the school budget has been adopted.  
Please contact our 

Assembly representative, Tom McKevitt, and let him know your thoughts: 
e-mail: mckeviT@assembly.state.ny.us 
District Office:

224 Seventh Street    Suite 200

Garden City, NY  11530

(516) 739-5119

Albany Office:

Room 534  LOB

Albany, NY  12248

(518) 455-5341

For more information on this bill, please go to 

www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A10130%09%09&Summary=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
or www.assembly.state.ny.us and refer to #A10130

or www.open.nysenate.gov/legislation/bill/A10130
REMEMBER: YOUR VOICE IS IMPORTANT.  STAY INFORMED.
NEXT BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING IS TUESDAY, APRIL 13th.
BUDGET ADOPTION IS MONDAY, APRIL 19th.
BOTH MEETINGS WILL BE HELD IN THE HS LIBRARY.

Not in town to vote on May 18th:  GET AN ABSENTEE BALLOT!! www.gardencity.k12.ny.us
