PTA BUDGET STATEMENT 2010

The Garden City PTA Executive Committee is mindful of the fact that this is a time of great economic difficulties, both here on Long Island and across the country.  We are appreciative of the time and effort that has gone into developing the 2010-2011 school budget and the struggle that this current economic situation brings to our district.  We recognize that neither the administration nor the Board of Education’s job has been easy and we sincerely appreciate the opportunities that have been given for parents and other residents to voice their concerns.

However, the Executive Committee of the PTA would be remiss if we did not state the following:

We ask of both the school central administration and the Board of Education members to always keep the children in mind when finalizing this school budget.  We ask that close scrutiny be paid to every aspect of the budget.  It is our position that eliminations or reductions to the budget be made in areas other than those that directly affect the instructional components and the quality of our children’s education.  Limited class size is extremely important to the parents in our district.  Deviations from our values or standards of excellence may yield short term savings but will eventually deteriorate the quality of education that this community holds so valuable.  This is beyond just the numbers.  While we realize that some difficult choices will need to be made, we ask that at all times the decisions made have the least negative impact on our children and their future educational experiences here in Garden City.
As the Executive Committee of the Garden City PTA, it is our job to advocate for the best educational experience for the children in Garden City.    We will continue to share the concerns of the community with you and appreciate that both central administration and the Board of Education members continue to keep this avenue of communication open to us at this very important time in the budget process.
Thank you,

The Garden City PTA Executive Committee

