The GC School Budget: More Things You Should Know: 

Do you know what will happen if the 2010-2011 school budget does not pass?

One of two things:


1. The school district can decide to put the budget back up for another vote.  School districts are only allowed ONE budget revote and it must be held on the third Tuesday in June.


2. If the budget fails a second time or the school district decides not to put the budget up for a second vote, the Board of Education must adopt a Contingency Budget before July 1st.
What exactly is a Contingency Budget?

A Contingency Budget is the amount of money a school district is allowed to spend if their initial budget fails to pass after two attempts.  New York State education law places a cap on any increase in spending when this happens.  This cap is the lesser amount of:  4 percent of the previous year’s budget OR 120 percent of the change in the consumer price index (CPI).  (NOTE: The CPI is a statistic that measures the change in the cost of living for consumers. The index is calculated monthly by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.)  This year that number is a decrease of 0.4%!  
(Also note: A Contingency Budget must be less than the budget rejected by the voters.)
What things might be considered for elimination under a Contingent Budget?

In addition to the current proposed cuts in the budget, we could see deeper cuts in the following areas:

· Instructional and Non-Instructional Staff

· Co-curricular and Athletics Programs

· Any activities that take place outside the normal instructional day (ex. Marching     
Band, School Plays, Clubs, etc.)

· Technology Equipment

· Non-Emergency Capital Items

· Bus Purchases

Are there any increased costs that must be included in a Contingent Budget?

Yes.  Any budget, including a Contingent Budget, must still account for any state mandated or contractual items.   In the current proposed budget, this would amount to about 2.3 million dollars of increases over last year’s budget that must still be included in the Contingency Budget.  
Is there anything parents can do?

Parents should stay informed of the budget process by attending Board of Education meetings and Budget Work Sessions.  The next Board of Education Meeting will take place on Tuesday, March 23rd at 8:15pm in the HS Library.  The topic of the Contingency Budget is expected to be discussed.   Parents are encouraged to continue to voice their concerns at these meetings.  Do not wait!  Once the budget is adopted on April 19th, changes to the budget can not be made.  Parents should also get to the HS on May 18th and VOTE!
General Information and more detailed analysis of the budgeting process can be found on the New York State Education Department website at http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/mgtserv/budgeting/contingency.html
