Dear Parents;
As you are (hopefully) aware, the school budget process is in full swing.  This year, administration and the Board of Education (BOE) have made no secret of the fact that cuts are going to be made.  Due to a decrease of the little state aid that we get coupled with contractual and mandated increases, our school budget and tax levy will again be increased.  The BOE budget work sessions are all open to the public and unlike regular BOE work sessions, the public is given the opportunity to ask questions.  I can not encourage you enough to attend these meetings. (Please see the complete schedule on both the PTA and the school district’s websites.)  The next BOE budget work session will take place tonight, Tuesday March 9th, in the High School Library.  The BOE and administration will continue their discussion and analysis of the instructional component proposals and they will look into the following topics more closely: Athletics; Guidance; Technology; Pupil Personnel Services (PPS). Remember: Nothing takes the place of parents voicing their concerns at these meetings.

Just to remind you as to the budget process, at this point, the superintendent is presenting his budget to the BOE.  This budget includes his proposed additions and eliminations. The BOE listens and asks questions.  The BOE then decides whether to accept all, some, or none of the Superintendent’s proposals.  The BOE can also make their own additions and eliminations to the budget.  After that, they put together their budget that will be put out to the public for vote.  
Please know that the PTA is following the budget process very closely.  We are in contact with both Administration and the BOE.  We would like to know your thoughts and concerns in this very important budget season.

Attached is an informational Budget Summary Sheet.   Please read it over for additional school budget facts.  As always, if you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,

Julie Germano

Garden City PTA President
jgermano@gardencitypta.org
